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7 E Famphlet having been late- 
y ͤprivately handed about 

[3 $ > at the Hague, intitled, A 
© Converſation between two 
EF Engliſh Men, wherein his 
gs $ 2 are treated with 


great Freedom, and even Leicentiouſ- 


neſs; and a Friend of mine having gi- 
ven me a Sight of a Copy, I thought 
ſome Remarks and Animadverſions 
thereon would not be unacceptable to 
the Publick. 

To this end I have Tranſlated it 
faithfully from the Original French, 


and have Animadverted thereon, Ply 


graph by Paragraph, that being, as 1 


conceive, the only fair way of Remark- 
ing 


(vn) 
ing upon, or Anſwering any piece 
whatloeyer. 
If the Ezg/ih Reader ſhou'd ima- 
gine any Expreſſions therein to Cava- 
lier, | muſt beg him to remember 


that they are not mine; but ſuppos d 


to come from the Pen of the Miniſter 
of a certain Court, which is thought 
at preſent to bear no great good Will 
to the Court of Great Britain; I 
mean the Marquis de F---- 

Some Perſons at the Hague ha 
to be ſo well acquainted with his Style, 
as to be poſitive it is his own ; how- 
ever, there is no doubt but it was, at 
leaſt done with his Privity, and by his 
Diredion; becauſe the Treaty of Vi- 
enna, the Declaration Sign d at : Seville, 
on the ſixth of June, and the Acceſſion 
of the States General to the ſaid 1rea- 

ty, Points, with which 1t 1s well known 
that the Court of France is highly diſ- 
guſted, are the chief Subjects which are 
therein inveigh d againſt; with what 
Reaſon we ſhall ſee hereafter. 

When ſome Eugliſh Gentlemen had 
the irn to take a View. of the Forti- 

fications 


(vii) 


fications at Dunkirk; the Governour 


very civilly provided them a ſtrong 


Lodging ; and when another was ſent 
by the Government with expreſs Or- 
ders to make a Report of the ſame, he 
met with pretty much the fame Treat- 


ment, and was very glad to return to 


England as Wiſe as he went. 

When a Grant was made of the I- 
ſland of St. Lucia to a certain noble 
Duke, and ſeveral Perſons were accord- 
ingly ſent over to Inhabit it, at a great 
Expence; the ſame good Allies, in reſ- 
pect to their Healths, the Climate of the 
Iſland, I ſuppoſe, being unwholſome, 
thought fit to adviſe them to return 
back-qgain Re infecla. 

Nay, when the Spamards laid Siege 
to Gbraltar, the French, who were then 
in Alliance with Us, were oblig'd to aſ- 
fiſt us Powerfully, but not being will- 
ing to deprive Us of any part of the Ho- 
nour which we might acquire by a vi- 
gorous Defence of that Place, they ſtood 
by quiet Spectators of whatever might 
happen, and never ſent one Ship to our 
Relief, or march'd one Man to make 


(viii 

any Diverſion of their Forces. Nay, 
ſo very lately as laſt Week, we have a 
freth Account, and Air of their 
Reſpect and Value for ſuch good Allies, 
by a French Ship's attacking Captain 
Pritchard, firing two Shot at him, 
making him hoiſt out his Boat, and come 
too; and afterwards forcing him to pay 
for the very Shot which he had fir d at 
him, and give him what Provition he 
" demanded gratis. | 

Upon the whole, I don't in the leaſt 
doubt but every Day we ſhall here more 
Examples of the Affection they bear us, 
which tis to be hoped, will be ſtrong 
Incitements to us again to enter in Of- 
fenſive and Defenſive Alliances. with 
that triendly Nation. 


ta A — 
CONVERSATION 
Between two | ; 
ENGLISHMEN. 


ft Engliſhman. 5 
00D Morrow Countryman, I am 


glad to ſee you; what is the beſt 
87 News at the Hague, or have you 
=p received any Letters lately from 

London relating to the Affairs of 
the Nation? t 9 
2d Engliſiman. Realy, my Friend, I receive 
ſo little Lertsfaction from any Accounts I have 
heard of late Lears, that I have almoſt ſworn 
not to give myſelf the Trouble to inquire after 
any News, for fear F ſhould hear nothing but 
what Eh a con | 7 

1ſt Englibman. Why, Countryman, what 
18 2 Matter now? Nichee don turn Gran 
bletonian, and fall out with Politicks, for that 
15 | B would 
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would be parting with your Right and Proper- 
ty as an Engliſhman, for all the World knows 
that we have been time out of mind a Nation 
of Politicians ; but pray Friend' what late Oc- 
currences have put you ſo much out of 
Humour with News. - 3 
24 Engliſbman. Do you ask the Queſtion ? 


For what have been all our peaceable Expedi- 


tions; our Spithead Squadrons ? For what 
have been all our Treaties of late Years ? And 
for what, for God's-ſake, is this laſt- Vienna 


Treaty? Is there one Artidle in it ſtipulated 


for the Advantage of England in particular; or 
have our worthy Miniſters taken any care that 
the Forts erected to annoy Gibraltar ſhould be 
demoliſh'd? Have they inſiſted that Satisfac- 
tion ſhould be immediately made to our Mer- 
chants, for the Depredations of the Spaniards ?. 

Are the Effects of the Hotilla to be inſtantly 
deliver'd without farther Heſitation, Equivo- 
cation, or Deduction? If none of theſe Things 
are done; and that previouſly to the Intro- 
duction of Don Carlos into Tuſcany and Parma, 


why is old England to pay the Piper? Why is 


ſhe to be at the Charge of tranſporting the 
6000 Spaniards beſides her own Troops, and 
afterwards to ſtand to the Courtely of the Spa- 
niards, who have already uſed her baſely and 
barbarouſly ? Beſides, (which is not at all im- 
probable, dada the Accounts we have 
from thence) {uppole the French ſhould take it 
into their Heads to reſtore not only the Har- 
bour, but even the Fortifications of Dunkirt to 
their former Condition; ſuppoſe afterwards, 
eee as 


* 
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as they are highly diſguſted with this Treaty, 
they ſhould have a Fancy to picka Quarrel with 
us, and that from their Neſt of Privateers 
they ſhould take as many of our Merchant 
Ships as in the late War, which were com- 
puted to amount to ſome Millions; will the 
Spaniards make us - Compenſation for theſe 
Loſſes ? If not, in my humble Opinion, we 
had better ſtand their Guarda Coſtas in the 
Weſt Indies, than the -Dunkirk Privateers in 
our own Channel. Again, each of the con- 
tracting Powers (as far as I can find) are to 
reap ſome Advantages from this Treaty; but 
England, which is to be at the greateſt, if not 
all the Expence, has very generouſly inſiſted 
upon none, according to Cuſtom of late Years. 
That is, ſhe is to be like the Kyight Errants of 
old, who travelled all over the World in 
queſt of Adventures, and ſlew Giants, and 
relieved diſtreſs'd Damſels, without reaping 
any other Advantage for themſelves but bro- 
ken Bones. For Inſtance, the Emperor is to 
have the Succeſſion to his Dominions guaran- 
ty d; the Dutch are to have their Barriers ſet- 
tled to their Deſire, as well as the Tariff be- 
tween the Emperor's Dominions and theirs, 
beſides the Suppreſſing of the Oſtend Company, 
in which they are much more nearly concern'd, 
than we; but the Devil an Article, as Job- 
ſerved before, can I find inſerted in Favour of 
poor England. In ſhort, it is very plain that 
the Imperial and Dutch Miniſters were not 
aſleep; I leave the World to judge who 
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1ſt Eugliſbman. Hold, Countryman, tho? 
Things may not go altogether ſo well as we 
could wiſh them, yet I think we ought to re- 
ole a little Confidence in our Super iors, and 
Litre that altho* we can't diſcover them, 
they may have good Reaſon for what they do. 
When I heard, for Inſtance, the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament but one, that the Penſion Bill 
was. thrown out by the Houſe of Peers, I 
could not imagine why the Lords ſhould ſhew 
{o much Earneſtneſs to throw out a Bull, 
wherein, to my apprehenſion, they had no 
manner of concern, ſince they were not in the 
leaſt affected by it, there being no poſſibility 
of diſabling them from ſitting in Parliament: 
But laſt Seſſion when I heard that a Rght 


Reverend Father of the Church had ſpoken 


againſt that Bil, and ſhewn the dangerous 
Tendency thereof, I was fully convinced, and 
my ſcruples vaniſt®d. Again, I muſt confeſs, 
that altho* I never thought the Treaty of 
Utrechtaltogether ſo beneficial for us as it might 


have been made, ſince I thought ſeveral Ad- 


vantages might have been ftipulated for us 
more than we obtained; yet when I found it 
lat for ſeveral Years after the Acceſſion of 
King George I. and that it was never offered 


to be infringed on any Side, I began to have 


a much better Opinion of that Treaty, and 
[thoſe that made it, for all the Clamours and 
Impeachments that were raiſed up "againſt 
them. I was yet more confirmed in this Opi- 
nion, and had {till a more advantageous Idea 
of that Treaty, when by the Advice of ſome of 
* | = 4 35355 
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our wiſe Miniſters the Engliſh Fleet fell upon 
theSpaniards in the Mediterranean, and brought 
us into'thoſe Difficuities, which have produced 
our Annual Treaties ever ſince; not to mention 
the Siege of Gibraltar, or thoſe pacifick * 
tions whereof you ſo juſtly complain, which 
have rendered an Epgliſh Fleet no longer the 
Terror, but the Deriſion of its Enemies, and 
ſeem the Counterpart to the Duke of Ormond's 
peaceable Campaign, whereat ſome now at 
the Helm exclaim'd then ſo highly. What 
I infer from what has been ſaid, my Friend, 
is this; That altho' it would have been no 
Ways adviſeable to have made the Treaty of 
Vienna ſome Years ago, yet Time and Circum- 
ſtances may have been ſo alter'd that our Mi- 
niſters may have ſeen very good Reaſons for 
ſigning it at preſent, To conclude therefore, 
as I obſerved before, we who are ignorant 
of the Springs and Motives of Actions, ought 
to acquieſce in the Management, and place a 
Sort of implicit Faith in the Condutt ot thoſe 
at the Helm, unleſs we have an Inclination to 
make our Lives perpetually uneaſy, by vain 
Fears and Apprehenſions. e 
24 Engliſhman. A very pretty Doctrine 
truly, and very fit to be inculcated in Coun- 
tries where Popery and Slavery Reigns. Were 
I not very well acquainteq with you, my 
Friend, I ſhould be apt to think, that by your 
Reſidence - abroad ſome Years, - you had im- 
bib'd ſome of their Tenets. But pray now, 
raillery apart, do you imagine we were 're- 
_ duced to ſuch deſperate Circumſtances as to be 
EE r = I obliged 
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ſo, why was not this Treaty clapt-up at firſt ? 

hy was it not made till we had treated with 
all our Allies round, and brought ourſelves to 
that paſs, that we could not patch up a. new 


Treaty, but we muſt neceſſarily make ſome of 


them our Enemies? Speak ingeneouſly, do 
you approve of theſe Proceedings? Or are we 
improved in our Politics, as I hear ſome mini- 
ſterial Scriblers at London would tain perſuade 
the People,- in ſpite of Reaſon and common 
Senſe ? What has all this Round of Negotiations 
produced? After trotting from Cambray to Soiſ- 


Jons, from Soiſſons to Seville, from Seville to 


Vienna, and from Vienna God knows whether, 
Cfor I don't find that we are yet to be at Reſt) 


What have we got, I ſay, by this Round of 


Negottations, are we even in as good a Condi- 


tion, as we were in at the Concluſion of the 


ſo much deſpis'd, ſo much exclaim'd at, Treaty 


of Utrecht? | 
1 / Engliſhman. Patience, my dear Friend, 


Patience; I ſay once more there may be fe. 
veral Articles in the Treaty of Vienna where- 


with we are not yet acquainted, and others 


that may want explanation ; beſides, in this 
Treaty begetting Age, this Treaty may only be 
productiye of another, which may prove 
more to your Satisfaction; therefore for Shame 
never turn Malecontent before you know what 
you have to truſt to. It is true, according to 
all Appearances, the wiſe. Miniffers who ne- 
gotiated this Treaty might have taken care 


do have inferted ſome materia] Articles ab- 


ſolutely 


obliged to accept a Treaty on any Terms? If 
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_ (ns: 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Welfare of Great-! 
Britain; neither need they have been ſo 
haſty in ſigning it before they knew how it 
would be reliſhed in Spain, where it met 
with ſome Demurs, or before they ſaw whe- 
ther the Dutch would accede to it or no, 
which they have not yet done; or even be- 
fore they had ſounded our good Allies the 
French, that we might have been ſure of 
not making them our Enemies, and conſe- 
quently provoking an Enemy juſt at our doors. 
inſtead of one at a diſtance, whom we need 
not have apprehended, but might have brought 
ro reaſon when 'we pleaſed ; All this, I ay, 
might have been done, as far as we. can fee, 
but what then, is there no Allowance to be 
given to human Failings? Are Miniſters a- 
lone of all Men never to have the Privilege 
of ſleeping? Ridiculous and abſurd Suppo- 
ſition | Why I have heard of a Miniſter of 
State in a certain Country, who in the courſe 
of ten Years Adminiſtration never gave the 
World Reaſon to believe that he was awake 
by one ſingle Action; and yet the People, 1 
mean the better Sort of People, who had the 
Senſe of FEELING, ſeemed admirably well 
718 with his Adminiſtration, and cried 
him up for the greateſt PATRIOT and Poli- 
TICIAN of his Age. Therefore, *prythee 
Friend, truce with your Criticiſms, your 
Doubts and your Fears, it you would not 
be laugh'd at by every body for an old an- 
tiquated Fellow, full of abſurd Notions, and 


5 have | 


649 


have it given out every where that you are 


a Madman 


2d Engliſoman. Why really, now a-days, 
to act like a Man of Honour and Integrity, 
to have the Welfare, Intereſt, and Glory of 
one's Country at heart, to think that Al. 
ancos and Treaties ought not to be made on 
purpoſe to be broken, and to think that ones 
Sovereign ought to be loved better than his 
Servants, are Principles that, in ſome Coun- 


tries, are enough to make a Man look'd 


upon like a Madman: But however, my 
Friend, they are Principles, as odd as they 
may ſeem to ſome People, from which ! ſhalt 
never depart ; and I don't deſpair, as bad as 
the Times are, but one Day or other I may 


again fee them come into fa ſhion. 


1, Exgliſbman. A very pretty Comfort 
truly; ee Man, doſt hope that Ed- 
ward III. Harry) V. or Queen Elizabeth, will 
ever come to liſe again? In their Days P' allow 
you, ſuch Notions as thine prevail'd; and 
Men were Fools enough to prefer their Coun- 
try's Welfare to their own ; but now they are 
grown wiſer, and Intereft governs the World, 
that is not publick Intereſt, but every Man's 
private Intereſt ſways him beyond all other 
Conſiderations; and if the Cafe ſhould fo hap- 
pen, that the Intereſt of the Sovereign, and 
that of his Mizifter ſhould quadrate and agree 


together, that Prince may chance to be well 


ſerved, and may think himſelf happy; for 
mould they run counter to each other, Iam 
afraid the Prince's Intereſt might take "= 


(17) 
of itſelf, for any Care that would be taken 
of it by the Mini ſter: Of this we have freſh. 
Inſtances every Day. 2 | 


24d Engliſhman. I am not ſuch a Fool, my 
Friend, to expect the Return of either of 

thoſe great Princes, and yet (let me tell 
you) tis my Opinion that we have had. 
ſome Monarchs upon the Throne ſince them, 
who would have made as glorious a figure 
in Hiſtory as the beſt of them, had they 
had but as able and incorrupt MINISTERS; 
and that they had not, was not owing to 
them, but to the Corruption of the Times, 
For ſuppoſe a Prince, who is himſelf a 
Man of great Abilities, being convinced 
of his Mini ſter's Want of Capacity or Inte- 
grity, ſhould diſcard him, and take another, 
whom he ſhould find yet worſe ; ſuppoſe, 
J ſay, this Prince ſhould again change 
Hands, and chuſe a third, by whom he 
ſhould find himſelf as ill ſerved as by the 
former two; and ſo on for four or five; 
and notwithſtanding all this he ſhould hear 
theſe very Men cried up by all about him 
for the greateſt Stateſmen, and Men of the 
greateſt Integrity of the Age; muſt it not 
give him a very mean Opinion of his Sub- 
jects, and make him think they deſerve no 
better Rulers ; and would he be to be 
blamed it he fat down indolent, aud fut- 
ferd things to take their Courſe, without 
concerning himſelf any farther with a Na- 

7m tion 
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tion whom he found ſo miſerably corrupt- 
ed? But to return to the Treaty of Vienna, 
from whence we have digreſs d; I can't 
help being of opinion, my Friend, that up- 
on the Conceſſions we have made to Spain 


and the Emperor at this juncture, any adroit 


Miniſter might have obtained a great ma- 
ny real Advantages for England, which our 
Miniſters who have negotiated this Treaty 


have either overſeen, or, for Reaſons beſt 


known to themſelves, given up. Certain 
it is that the Queen of Spain, who is ſaid 
to rule the roaſt at the Spaniſh Court, ha- 
ving obtained her favourite point in the 
ſettling her Son Don Carlos in the Duchies 
of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placenza, a ſpeci- 


fick Renuntiation of Gibraltar and Port-mahon 


might have been obtained on our Side 
(beſides' a proper Diſtrict round Gibraltar) 
without which our Right will remain as 
precarious as ever, and will be liable to 
be called in queſtion, whenever his Catho- 
lick Majeſty or his Succeſſors ſhall be pleaſed 
to be out of humour with Exgland. You 
ſee I don't mention here the ſetting our 
Commerce with Spaiz and the Indies up- 
on the ſame foot as it was in the Time 
of Charles II. of Spain; but methinks ſome 
Care ought to be taken that as Leghorn is 
now a tree Port, where the Enaliſh carry 


'on a very beneficial Trade, it ſhould be 


continued in the ſame State, and we allow'd 
the ſame Liberty, when it is in the Poſſeſſion 


of 
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ol the Inſante Don Carlos; or otherwife we 


may chance to meet with Spaniſh Guarda 
Coftas upon the Coaſts of Tah, as well as in 
the Indies. Nay, which is more, if the Spa- 


niards ſhould take it into their heads to force 


Gibraltar from us, (and who knows what 
may happen) and we ſhould be obliged to 
ſend a Fleet into the Mediterranean to. ſex 
cure our Trade to the Levant, we ſhould 
not then have a Harbour to put into, in caſe 
of Streſs of Weather; which I think ought 
maturely to be conſider d. $ 


- 14 Engliſhman. You talk ſo pathetically, 
and ſo much to the purpoſe, my Friend; 
upon the Subject, that a Man mult have 
the good of his Country very little at heart; 
who can hear you unmov'd; and for my 
part in particular, I muſt own I cannot help 
ſubſeribing intirely to your Opinion, altho“ 
1 had not ſo well weigh'd the Miſchiefs 
with which this Treaty may teem, as you 
ſeem; to have done, However, there is one 
Point which, methinks, very well deſerves 
conſideration; that is, that the Datch, who 
are generally thought to underſtand their 
own Intereſt, as well as any Nation in 
Earope, have not yet thought fit to accede; 
neither is it yet poſitively known whether 
they ever will; although they y amy. | 
were to reap more Advantages from this 
Treaty than were granted to us, and were 
to have been at a ur leſs Expence. This, 
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in my opinion, might occaſion ſome Specu- 
lation; for, it is very evident, that either 
the Dutch foreſee ſome Danger in the execu- 
tion of this Treaty which our Miniſters have 
not foreſeen ; or elſe our ſbarp- ſightea Mini- 
ers have ſeen ſome Advantages therein, 
which the poor blind Dutch could not ſmell 
out, for which Reaſon they were very wil⸗ 
ling to let us have all the Honour, as well as 
all che Charge and Danger of the Enterprize. 
Beſides the manner of their refuſing their 
Acceſſion to this Treaty is ſomewhat re- 
markable; upon their ſtanding out, and not 
ſigning aſſoon as the Imperial and Britiſh Mi- 
niſters, the latter it ſeems made ſome Demur; 
whereupon the Imperial Miniſters were pleas'd 
to ſay that it was no matter whether they 
did accede juſt then or not, ſince they muſt be 
oblig'd to do as the Emperor and the King 
of Great. Britain would have them. This 
coming to the Ears of the States General, they 
ſent immediate Orders to their Miniſter at 
Vienna to remonſtrate and declare that their 
a Mightineſſes having been inform'd that 
ſuch an Expreſſion had been: uſed, he their 
Miniſter, had Orders to declare in theirName, 
that they would not accede, (however the Im- 
peria/iſt might be pleaſed to flatter them- 
ſelves with being able to force them) unleſs 
ſuch and ſuch Alterations were made in the 
Treaty as they demanded. Upon which the 
Imperial Miniſter anſwering ; Well we ſhall ſee ; 
the Dutch Miniſter reply'd inſtantly ; Bat, 
| 8 Sir, 


| | fm) 
Sir, you muſt ſee quickly, for the Time allowed 
ws to accede in is very ſhort. This Anſwer 
ſhew?d ſome Spirit, and was the more extra- 

| ordinary, in that the States General are not 
only very flow in coming to a Reſolution ; 
but their Territories bordering upon the Em- 
pire, they are the more expos'd to his Impe- 
rial Majeſty's Reſentment ; of which never- 
thelefs they don't ſeem to ſtand in fo much 
dread, as to be compelled into a Compli- 
ance with any Meaſures which they think 
contrary to their own Intereſt, and cannot 
approve: A very good Example to other 
States, | 


24 Engliſhman. Your Obſervation is fine 
and juſt; it ſhewed a true Roman Fortitude, 
when the Intereſt of their Country was 
concerned; and puts me in mind of the he- 
roick Reſolution of that worthy Burgomaſter, 
who when the reſt of the States, upon the 
late King of France's Approach to Amſteriam 
with his Army, were deliberating upon open- 
ing their Gates to him, and acknowledgin 
him for their Sovereign, and were almoſ 
determined ſo to do, anſwered, No, by no 

ans ; let us firſt make a vigorous Defence, 
nd if the worſt comes to the worſt, let us go 
on board our Ships with our Wives and Fa- 
milies, and tranſport ourſelves to the Eaſt-In- 
dies, rather than live here, and be Slaves to 
the Conqueror: An Anſwer, fit to be written 
in Letters of Gold. And Providence ac- 
| | cordingly 
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cordingly approved it; for the States being 
moved thereby, and reſolving to defend 
themſelves to the utmoſt, the Froſt, by the 
means whereof the French had made their 
Approaches ſo nigh, broke ſuddenly in one 
Night, and the Dutch opening their Sluices, 
the King oſ France with all his Army had 
certainly been drowned, had he not made a 
precipitate Retreat. Thus were the ſeven 
Provinces ſaved by the conſummate Bravery 
of one honeſt Patriot. 9: 


iſt Enzliſþbman. I don't know what Author 

it is in, but I have read ſomewhere this Re- 
mark, That Fo RTI TUD E aud the Six IT or 
LiBERTY #5 never TOTALLY extinguiſhed eve- 
ry where at once, but if it finks in one place it 
riſes in another. Thus when the Romans, by 
their Corruption and Luxury, the certain 
Forerunner of Slavery, had both loſt their 
Courage, and Love of Liberty, it aroſe in 
France under Pharamond; when they took 
their Flight thence, they flew to England and 
Sweden, and fo if ever, which God forbid, 
they ſhould take their Flight from us, who 
knows but they may make their Retreat to 
the Seven Provinces. All I ſhall obſerve there- 
upon is, that before ever Slavery is intro- 
duced into any Country, Laxur) and Cor- 
ruplion mutt. pave the Way for her Entrance; 
for as the firſt enervates the Minds, it makes 
Way for the ſecond to maintain and ſupport 
it; and Wherever the ſecond is practiſed 
3 commonly 


( 23) 


commonly and openly (even fo far as to be 
avowed publickly in Writings as neceſſary) 
Slavery is the infallible Conſequence, unleſs 
Providence, by ſome more than human 
Means, ſhould think fit to protect the Peo- 
ple from it. An Example of this we have 
in the antient Romans and the Swiſs at pre- 
ſent; the former aſſoon as the Aan Luxury 
was intodued amongſt their Senators grew 
at once degenerate, loft their antient Valour 
ove of Liberty; and were ripe for Sla- 
very long before they wore the Chains of 
that great Emperor Julius Cæſar: For the 
enators to ſupport their Luxury lying open, 
and giving Way to Corruption, were from 
that Inſtant prepared for Servitude, as ap- 
pears; from the Teſtimony of Jugurtha, who 

upon his Departure from Rowe, where he had 
found Means to corrupt moſt of the Senators, 
cry*d' out, Vale venalis Civitas mox peretura ſi 
Emptorem inveneris. Farewell mercenary City, 
now rips for Deſtruition, if one could be found 
able to bribe the, Words, that ought to be 
remembered by every State that would pre- 

ſerve her Liberty. 1 f 


2d Engliſoman. That Quotation of Jagur- 
tha is from Saluſt; and it were to be wiſhed 
in my Opinion, that no Miniſter were ever 
fent abroad, before they had not only read, 
bur digeſted that Roman Hiſtorian, and Cor- 
nelins Tacitus, as well M. Wicquefort, we 

ould not then perhaps ſee fo many Trang 
that 
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that ſeem to have been made only to gain 


Time for the preſent, after which, like 


Children's Playthings, they are of no other 
Uſe but to be. broken, to make room tor 
others. For my Part, were I a- Man of 
Senſe and Learning (as undoubtedly ſome are 
who have been employ'd in making ſuch 


Treaties) I ſhould reſent being ſent to patch 


up ſuch miſerable Expedients, to ſerve a pre- 
ſent turn; eſpecially if the Perſon, who pro- 
cured me that Employment, were my Inferior 
by Birth, and in all Reſpects. | 


1/# Engliſhman. I am entirely of your Opi- 
nion, for although the World will be ſenſible 
ſuch Miniſter is not primarily concerned in 
making ſuch Treaties, which probably he 
does not himſelf approve ; yet they. will be 
apt to blame him for accepting ſuch an Em- 
ployment, or at leaſt for not reſigning it, 
aſſoon as ever he found the Nature of the 
Work upon which he was employ'd. 


Before I proceed any farther in tranſlating 
this Converſation, I muſt beg leave of my 
Readers to digreſs ſo far as to inſert Verbatim 
the Declaration ſign'd at Seville, on the 6th 
of June, between the Miniſters of their Bri- 
tannick and Catholick Majeſties, becauſe it will 
be ſo very neceſſary for their Underſtanding 
the Sequel, it being often referred to. 

DECLA- 


$ 


DECLARATION figned 
by the Miniflers of their Bri- 
ztannick and Catholick Majeſ- 
ties, by virtue of the Orders 

of the Kings their Maſters. 


IHE King of Great-Bri- 
Wt) tain having cauſed the Trea- 
c ty which he lately concluded with 
* the Emperor, to be communicated 
to his Catholick Majeſty, and ha- 
« ving declared that he has thereby 
* given the moſt evident Proofs of 
the Sincerity of his Intentions. for 
« the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville, as well with reſpect to 
< the effectual Introduction of the 
* 6000 Spaniſh Troops into the ſtrong 
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Places of Parma and Tuſcany, ac- 
cording to the Diſpoſitions of the 
ſaid Treaty, as to the immediate 
Poſſeſſion of the Infante Don Car- 
los, purſuant to the Tenour of 
the V. Article of the Quadruple 
Alliance, without any Neceſſity, on 
the part of the moſt ſerene Infante, 
or of his Catholick Majeſty, to dif- 
pute, debate, or remove any Dif- 
ficulties whatſoever, which might 
ariſe under any pretence whatever: 
His Catholick Majeſty declares, that 
provided every thing above ſpeci- 
* hed be readily executed, he will be 
fully ſatisfied therewith; and that 
notwithſtanding the Declaration 
made at Paris the 28th of January 
* laſt, by his Ambaſſador Extraordi- 
nary the Marquis de Caſtellar, the 
Articles of the ſaid Treaty of Se- 
ville, wherein the two Crowns are 
directy and reciprocally concerned, 
ſhall ſubſiſt in their full force and 
extent; and the two Kings above- 
mentioned do equally promiſe to 
A caule 
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(27) 
cauſe the Conditions in the ſaid 
Articles expreſſed, to be punctually 
executed, to which they engage and 
bind themſelves by the preſent In- 
ſtrument: Provided, however, that 
his Btitannick Majefty ſhall cauſe the 


6000 Spaniſh Troops to be effectu- 


ally introduced into the States of 


“Parma and Tuſcany, and put the 
© Infante Don Carlos into actual pot: 
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ſeſſion of the States of Parma and 
Placentia, purſuant to the V. Article 
of the Quadruple Alliance, and to 
the eventual Inveſtitures, within the 
{pace of five Months, to = reckou'd 
from the Day of the Date of this In- 
ftrument, or ſooner, if 1t can be 
done. h 

* And his Catholick Majeſty does 
father intend and declare, that as 
ſoon as the ſaid TatroduGion and 
Poſſeſſion of the States of Parma 


\ Placentia ſhall be effectuated, his 


Reſolution is, that without any oc- 
caſion for another Declaration or 
Inſtrument the above-mentioned Ar- 

08 ticles 


ticles of the Treaty of Seville ſhall 


ſubſiſt; together with the Enjoy: 


ment of all the Privileges, Conceſſi- 
ons and Exemptions, in favour of 


Great - Britain, which have been ſti- 
pulated, and are literally contained 


in the ſaid Articles, and in the ante- 
cedent Treaties between the two 
Crowns, confirmed by the Treaty 


of Seville, to be reciprocally ob- 


ſerved and punctually executed. In 
witneſs whereof, we the ſaid under- 
written Miniſters of their Britannick 


and Catholick Majeſties have fign'd 
the preſent Declaration, and affixed 


thereto the Seal of our Arms. Done 
at Seville, the 6th Day of June, 1731. 


- 


75 The? "BY Having 


( 29 ) 


Having thus inſerted the Declaration at 
| length, that my Readers may the better 
| underſtand the Sequal; I ſhall return from 
whence I digreſs'd, and purſue the thread of 
| the Converſation. Ot» 

24 Engliſbmas, We ſaw this verified in 
the Example of the late Duke of Ormond, 
who was highly blamed (and condemned 
in ſecret, even by his own Party) for not 
reſigning his Commiſſions of Captain General, 
when he found his Sword was padlock'd, and 
his Commiſſion granted him upon ſcanda- 
lous Terms: This Example holds the ſtrong- 
er, with reſpe& to what I was ſay ing, in- 
aſmuch as the Perſons who ſent him thoſe. 
ſcandalous Orders, of which he was entirely 
ignorant when he firſt ſet out for Handers, 
were by Birth and in every reſpect his Iafe- 
riors, except you will alledge that the Duke 
was not a Man of the brighteſt Parts in 
the World, and conſequently the eaſier to be. 
impoſed upon. | 


1 Engliſhman. That in effect, is the only 
Excuſes for a Man of bright Parts; (infi- 
nitely brighter than the Wretches who by blaze 
dering themſelves into the higheſt Poſts, may 
make, it in their power to procure him a 
great Employment) for ſuch a Man, I fay, to 
to ſuffer himſelf, not to be impoſed upon (for 
that is to be imagin'd.beyond their Capacity) 

N „ K = 


93 
but to ſuffer himſelf to be prevail'd upon, 
by any means whatſoever, to continue in 
ſuch an Employment, after he diſcovers that 
he is but made, as it were, their Tool, re- 
flects the higheſt Diſhonour upon himſelf. 
But as the Treaty of Vienna, and the Decla- 
rations ſubſequent to it, were the firſt occa- 
ſion of this our Conference, let me ask you, 
Conntryman, your Opinion of the Declaration 


{ fign'd at Seville on the 6th of June, by the 


Miniſters of their Britannick and Catholick 
Majeſties. 


24d Engliſhman. Why really, Countryman, 
for in that Name I think Friend is, or ought 
to be included; I think the King of Spain is 
pleaſed to declare, that in caſe the King of 
Great Britain ſhall effectually introduce Don 


Carlos into Parma and Placentia, within the 


Space of five Months, from the Date thereof, 
that then, and in ſuch Caſe, he will be ſo 
good as to let us enjoy all the Benefits to 
which we were intitled by the Treaty of Se- 
ville? Now, Friend, upon this IJ would fain 
ask one Queſtion, If we are to enjoy no more 
Benefits by the Treaty of Vienna, than we 
were to have enjoy*d by the Treaty of Se- 


ville, why, for God's fake, have we put our- 


ſelves to all this Charge and Trouble to con- 


clude the Treaty of Vienna? The King of | 


Spain is furthermore pleas'd to aſſure us that 
he will grant us all this, notwithſtanding 
the Declaration made by the Marquiſs de 

| 4 „ 


1 


and ſhews that Zeal for your Country which 


(31) 
Caſtelhar, his Embaſſador Extraordinary at 
the Court of France. So that, upon the 
whole, I find we are to be very thankful 
that he will-grant us the ſame Terms whic 
he granted us almoſt two Years ago : Avery 


pretty Conceſſion truly. Are we then redu- 
ced ſo low to be thankful for any Terms 


from Spain? No Man living dare affirm 
it. What are We, and what is Spain? No, 
not even if all the Forts near Gibraltar were 
levelPd with the Ground, and a proper Diſ- 

trict granted us around it, beſides the Diſtri- 
bution of the Effects of the Hotilla, the Re- 
paration for their Depredations, and the Re- 
eſtabliſnment of our Commerce upon the 
ſame Foot as in the Reign of Charles the 2d 
of Spain, ſhould we owe them any Thanks; 

ſince it is our Right, and I hope will be pe- 
remptorily aſſerted. But I grow warm, 
therefore let us ceaſe the ungrateful Subject, 
and returning to the Treaty of Vienna, exa- 
mine whether we can find any Articles 
therein ſtipulated for the Advantage of Great 


1 / Engliſbman. You ſay well, my Friend. 
but yet har noble Ardour 8 you, p 
ought to glow in the Heart of every Engliſb- 
man; O! were but an Enzliſh Fleet ſent to 
viſit their Coaſts with hoſtile Orders ; how 
{houlFwe ſee the Daſtards tremble, and all 
nay more than all that we demand, immedi» 
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them enjoy, or ought ro enjoy, in ſuch man- 


(32 ) 
ately comply*d with, without inſiſting upon 
effectual introducing Don Carlos, and putting 
bim in anal Poſſeſſion of Parma and Pla- 
renza, within the limited Time of five 
Months, without one /p2cified Conceſſion iu 
our favour, not even a Renuntiation of Gz- 
braltar and Port-mahon, tho? they were con- 


firm'd to us by the Treaty of Utrecht, (that 
ignominious Treaty, as ſome have affected to 


call it) and are as much the Property of the 
Crown of England, as Madrid is of the King 
of Spain. But proceed we to the Vienna 
Treaty, as far, at leaſt, as is come to our 
hands. 


24 Engliſpman. The firſt Article then ti- 
pulates, that there ſhall be a firm, ſincere, 
and inviolable Friendſhip from henceforth 
between the Emperor, the King of Great- 


Britain, both their Majeſties Heirs, and be- 


tween the States General, for the common 
Welfare of the Subjects and Provinces be- 
longing to each of the contracting Powers; 
in order to which each of the Contractors 
is obliged to protect and defend the others 


Territories and Subjects, all the ſame_ as if 


he did it for himſelf. They moreover ex- 
preſsly oblige themſelves, by this Article, to 
a mutual Defence, or reciprocal Guaranty of 
all the Kingdoms, States and Territories, 
which each of them poſſeſſes, and even of 
the Rights and Immunities which each of 


ner 


= - » 
ner that they will oppoſe with all their 
Forces the Enterprizes of all and every one, 
who ſhall (contrary to Expectation) under- 
take to diſturb any of the Contractors, 
their Heirs or Succeſſors, in the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of the Kingdoms, &c. which each 
of the contracting Parties doth, or ought 
to enjoy at the Concluſion of the preſent 
Treaty. This is the Subſtance of the firſt 
Article; what think you now,-my Friend, 
15 there any thing therein to the Advantage 
of the Crown of Great-Britain? 


1/t Engliſoman. Truly IT think not, or at 
leaſt not as I can ſee; tor in the firſt place, 
Great. Britain being an Iſland, can never be 

invaded by any Power but what muſt be, at 
leaſt, equal, if not ſuperior to her at Sea; 
neither can {he be aſſiſted by any but a ma- 
ritime Power. Now this is not the Em- 
peror's Caſe; for he has no Fleet, no na val 
Power to aſſiſt us; and for the Dutch. they 
have not yet thought fit to accede: Beſides, 
whether they do, or not, they muſt aſſiſt 
us from the ſtrongeſt Principle in the World, 
I mean that of their own Safety; for if we 
ſink, they periſh, Again, Great Britain be- 
ing united within herſelf, as, thank God, ſhe 
is pretty well at preſent, (thoſe raſcally Dt. 
ſtinctions of Mhig, Tory, and Jacobite, being 
quite buried, but by ſuch People as find 
their own private Intereſt in keeping them 


alive) is above a Match for all her Enemies, 
E Were 
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were they more formidable than they are, 
nor need fear any Invaſion from any Power 
whatſoever. Nay, ſhould the Pretender him- 
ſelf find any Prince ſo ill-adviſed as to en- 
deavour to ſupport his Pretenſions, tho? per- 
haps he may have a few, very few Adherents, 
who would favour ſuch an Attempt ; and 
ſhould Party Diſtinctions again run high 
within our Iſland, both Hhig and Tory wou'd 
join very amicab:y to oppole any foreign 


Invader, tho' after the Foe were repulſed, 


they might again worry one another, The 
late Cardinal Mazarin (I think it was) who 
was very ſenſible of this Truth; for that 


Mini ſter perceiving a Diſpoſition in the King 


ot France, to take advantage of our Diviſions 
in the Civil Wars to invade us, and not 
being able eaſily to diſſuade him from it, or- 
der'd two Exzliſh Bull Dogs to be brought 
into his Majeſty's Preſence, which fell with 


the greateſt Fury upon each other ; upon 


which the Cardinal giving. a Signal to one 
who knew his Meaning previouſly, a Bull 
was turn'd in upon them, whereupon the 
Dogs immediately ceaſing their own Con- 
tention; {ell upon the common Enemy, and 
worried him. See there, ſays, the Cardinal 
to the King, your Majeſty would. juſt fare 


as that Ball bas done. The King was wiſe 


enough ro-make the Application, ,and accor- 
dingly deſiſted from his Enterprize. Thus, 
Friend, I have told you my Sentiments of 
the firſt Article. 5 
3 _ nd Eng- 


(35) } 
24 Engliſhman, I concur with you therein 
intirely, and think you have ſtrengthen'd 
them with ſo many judicious: Arguments 
and Obſervations, that nothing farther can 
be added upon that Head; wherefore, if you 
pleaſe, we will go on to the 2d Article, the 
Subſtance whereof is as follows: That his 
Inperial Majeſty having often remonſtrated 
on his part, that no ſure Way could be found 
out to maintain the publick I ranquillity, and 
the Balance of Europe, but by an Engage- 
ment, or, as it is call'd, a general Guaran 
to his Imperial Majeſty for that Order of his 
Succeſſion, as it's lettled by the Imperial De- 
claration, or Pragmatical Santtion of 1713, 
and receiv'd in the ſerene Houſe of Auſtria; 
his Majeſty, the King of Great Britain, and 


the States General, moved by an ardent De- 


ſire to ſecure the publick Tranquillity, and 
preſerve the Balance of Europe, as well as in 

Conſideration of the Terms agreed upon in 
the following Articles, which are extremely 
well adapted to anſwer both Purpoſes; do, 


— 


by virtue of the preſent Article, take upon 


them the general Guaranty of the ſaid Order 
of Succeſſion ; and oblige themſelves to main- 
tain it, as often as there ſhall be occaſion a- 
gainſt all Perſons whatſoever, with all their 
Forces, &s. This, my Fricnd, being the 
whole Subſtance of the 2d Article, 1 ſhall 
not give you the trouble to ask your Senti- 
ments thereupon, becauſe it is evident that 
Þ calculated only for the benefit of his In- 
1111 
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perial Majeſty and his Family, any farther 
than as the Balance of Europe may be affect- 
ed by ſuch Succeſſion, which, in my Opinion, 
this Guarant) does not provide againſt, be- 
cauſe ſhould the Emperor die without Heirs 
Male, and this Succeſſion devolve (as it muſt 
do by the pragmatical Sanction) upon one of 
the Arch-Ducheſſes of Auſtria, ſhe may poſ- 
ſibly marry one of the Heirs of the Crowns 
of France or Spain; (and indeed who elſe 
wou'd be a Match for her) in which Caſe - 
the Balance of Europe will be deſtroy'd by the 
acceſſion of ſuch vaſt Dominions. But 'tis 
well we are once more calPd upon to maintain 
the Balance of Europe, and that there are ſome 
Terms mention'd, in Conſideration whereof 
we have agreed to this Guaranty ; what they 
are we ſhall ſee preſently, whereot we will pro- 
ceed to the 3d Article, the Subſtance whereof 
is, That the King of Great Britain, and the 
States General, having often repreſented to 
the Emperor, that there was no ſurer Way of 
eſtabliſbing the Tranquillity of Europe, than 
by rendring yet more ſecure the Succeſſion 
of the Duchies of Iaſcany, Parma, and Pia— 
cenxa, to the Infante Don Carlos, by introdu— 
cing immediately into the ſtrong Places of 
the {aid Duchies, 6000' Spaniſh Troops, his 
Impzria! Majeſty will not only not oppole their 

eaceable Introduction on his part, but will 
endeavour to obtain the Conſent of the Em- 
pire thereunto, in Conſequence of the Pro- 
miles above made by his Britannick Majeſty 
and the States General, 1 


& I 
1ſt Engliſhman, This Article, J am ſure; 
does not relate to Great Britain, wherefore - 
pals on to the 4th, which as far as I can find, 
| only provides, That all the Articles thus 
i agreed on ſhall be ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that 
it ſhall not be la ful for the contracting Par- 
ties any Ways to deviate from them. Pro- 
ceed We therefore to the 5th, which 1s in Sub- 
ſtance as follows. That it having been found 
neceilary to pluck up the leaſt Root of Divi- 
ſion or Difſenſion, and to renew the antient 
Friendſhip between the contracting Parties, 
and knit the Bands thereot cloſer and cloſer 
every Day; his Imperial Majeſty promiſes and 
binds himſelf by this Article, to cauſe all 
Commerce and Navigation to the Eaſt-Indies 
(in the whole Extent of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, and in all the other Countries which 
in the time of Charles II. King of Spain, were 
under the Dominion of Spain) to ceaſe im- 
_ mediately and for ever; and that he will bo- 
nd fide act in ſuch a manner, that neither 
the Oſtend Company, nor any other, either 
in the Auſtrian Netherlands, or in the Coun- 
tries which (as is aboveſaid) were under the 
Spaniſh Dominion in the time of Charles II. 
ſhall ever contravene, directly or indirectly, 
this Rule eftabliſhed for ever; excepting 
that the {aid Offend Company may ſend tor, 
once only, two Ships, which ſhall fail from 
the ſaid Port to the Eaft-Indies, and from 
thence return to Oſtend, where the {aid Com- 
pany may, if they think fit, expoſe a. Sede 
the 
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the Merchandizes brought from the Indies, 
And the King of Great Britain and the States 
General do likewiſe promiſe on theig part, 
and oblige themſelves to make a new, rea- 
ty with his Imperial Majeſty without Delay, 
concerning Commerce and Impoſts, com- 
monly called a Tariff, in what relates to the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, agreeably to the Inten- 
tion of the 26th Article of the Barrier Trea- 
t); and for this purpoſe the contracting par- 
ties ſhall immediately name Commiſſioners, 
to meet at Antwerp within the ſpace of two 
Months, to be computed from the ſigning 
of the preſent Treaty, to agree upon every 
thing that regards the Execution of the faid 
Barrier Treaty, concluded at Antwerp, the 17th 
of November, 1716, and of the Convention 
ſince ſigned at the Hague the 22d of Decem- 
ber, 1718; aud particularly to conclude a new 
Treaty there, as bath been ſaid, concerning 
Commerce and Impoſts, in what relates to 
the Auſtrian: Netherlands, and in the Idea of 
the 26th Article of the ſaid Treaty. It is 
moreover agreed, and ſolemnly ſtipulated, 
that every thing (which it hath been thought 
fit to leave to the Commiſſioners, who are 
to meet at Antwerp) {hall be entirely termi- 
nated with all Juſtice and Integrity, as ſoon 
as poſſible, and in ſuch manner that the 
laſt Hand may be put to that Work, at 
leaft within the ſpace of two Years, I have 
been the longer in tranſcribing this Article, 
becaule, in my. Opinion, it is almoſt the on- 


ly 
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ly one wherein Great-Britain is concerned 
tho? even this 1s calculated more to the Ad- 
vantage of the Dutch than of Great-Britain, 
as they are more nearly concerned in putting 
a ſtop to the Growth of the Oſtend Trade; 
notwithſtanding which, they havenotthought 
fit to aceede to this Treaty. But let us ſee 
what great 'Advantages we may expect even 
from this Article; the Oftexd Company are 
permitted to ſend two Ships, of what Bur- 
then they pleaſe, for there is no Burthen 
ſpecified; may not then they two Ships bring 
back as much Merchandiſe as may ſtock the 
Markets for ſome Years ? And in the mean 
while ſeveral Accidents may happen, Reaſons 
of State, and-a hundred unforeſeen Incidents 
may render this Treaty juſt as fruitleſs as 
ſome others which we have ſeen of late. 
Years ; but the Advantages which the Em. 
peror and Spain reap from this Treaty are vi- 
ſible, and immediately to take effect. 


2d Edgliſpbman. I think you have ſet this 
Article in a very impartial Light, wherefore, 
without enlarging thereupon any more, we 
will proceed to the 6th, the Subſtance of 
which is, That the Examination of the other 
Points which remain to be diſculs'd, either 
between the contracting Parties, or any of 
their Confederates, requiring more Time 
than can be ſpared in this (critical Situation 
of Affairs, to avoid all Delays which might 
prove prejudicial to the coramon Welfare, ig 
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is agreed, to declare mutually, that all Tyea- 
ties and Conventions which the ſaid Parties 
have made with other Princes or States, ſhall 
ſubſiſt as they now are, excepting on fo far 


as they may be contrary to any of the Points 
regulated by the preſent Freaty; and more- 


over, that all the Diſputes which are actually 
between the contracting Parties, or any of 
their Allies, ſhall be amicably adjuſted aſſoon 
as poſſible ; and for that purpoſes the con- 
tracting Parties ſhall mutually endeavour to 
prevent any of thoſe who have Differences, 
from having recourle to Arms to ſupport 
their Intentions. All that I can find by this 
Article is, that we are to have no War if 
we can help it: Paſs we on to the 7th, which 


is, That to take away all Doubt from the 


Subjects of the »King of Great Britain, and 


_ thoſe of the States General, touching their 
Commerce in the Kingdom of Sicily, his 


Inperial Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare, 
that from this time forward he will treat 
them in the ſame manner, and upon the 
ſame Foot, as they were, or ought to have 
been treated in the time of Charles 2d King 
of Spain; and as it is uſual to treät a Na- 


tion with which one is in ſtri&-Friendſhip. 


This Article is indeed of ſome little Advan- 
tage to the Exgliſb and -Datch, by reaſon of 


the Interruption our Commerce has ſuffer'd 


in thoſe Parts of late Years; although had it 
not been for our Fleet, the Emperor would 
not have have had it in his Power to have 

EY given 
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given the leaſt Interruption to our Commerce 
there. But as great Adyantages as we may 
reap from this Article, I hope it will be 
own'd that we have paid for em ſufficiently. 
As for the 8th and gth Articles, the-firit 
only provides that /all thoſe ſhall be com- 
prehended in this Treaty, who within fix 
Months after its Ratification, ſhall be pro- 
poſed by either of the contracting Parties, 
and by common Conſent. The latter only 
ſay, that this Treaty is to be approved and 
ratified by his Imperial Majeſty, the King of 
Great Britain, and the States General, and the 
Letters of Ratification exchanged at Vienna 
within ſix Weeks, to be computed from the 
Day of Signing, which was the 16th of 
March, 1731. But that is not as yet done. 
Thus have we gone, my Friend, throughout 
all the famous Treaty of Vienna, wllerein 

Great Britain for all her Trouble, Expences, 
and Conceſſions, is not to receive a jot more 
Advantage than has been remark*d, unleſs it 
be reckon'd an Advantage that in Caſe the 
Emperor or his Heirs ſhould be diſturb'd in 
their preſent Poſſeſſions by the Turks, that 
then, and in ſuch Cafe we are not obliged - 
to oppoſe them with all our Forces, notwith- 
ſtanding what is ſtipulated in the firſt Articles 
To conclude, let us wave this dry Diſcourſe, 
and adjourn, and drink a Bottle to the Healrh, 
Peace, and Proſperity of our Sovereign George 
King of Great Britain, and all the Royal 2 

mily. 
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R E MARK S upon the fore 
going Converſation. 


HE Nel firſt undertook the 
Tranſlation. of the foregoing 
Converſation, &c. I intended, 101 ob- 
ſerved in the Introduction, to have 
animadverted thereupon Paragraph by 
Paragraph; but finding that impoſſible 
without interrupting the Connexion of 
the Dialogue, by which Means the 
Readers would have been confounded, 
I muſt intreat them to accept of theſe 
curſory Remarks upon the whole, 
thrown altogether into one View. 

It is eaſy to-oblerve, that whoever 
was the Author of this Converſation, 
which is ſuppoſed, and not without 
good grounds, to be the Marquis de 
F—5, or at leaſt ſomebody em- 

| * 


e 
ployed by him, he has very artfully 


taken care to, draw it up in ſuch. a 


manner, as that it may really ſeem a 
Converſation between two En gliſh- 
men, who are diſſatisfy d Wi the 
Meaſures carrying on at Preſent by 


our Miniftry. 


Accordingly not one Word is ſpoken 
which may make them ſeem in the In- 
tereſt of France; no, that would have 
been carrying matters too far, and 
would have diſplay '1 the Hook fo 
naked, that none but a Gudgeon would | 
have nibbled at it. | 

Wherefore our pacific Expeditions, 
the Forts erected near Gibraltar, the 
Expences of introducing Don Carlos 
into Parma and Placenza, with the 
ſmall Advantage we are to reap from 
thence, or from the Vienna Treaty, 
(Topicks very common and popular. 
amongſt the Diſaffected here at home, 
with whom, no doubt, the Author 
holds a good Correſpondence) are the 
Points he dwells and expatiates upon. 
I began to wonder how the Heſſian 


__— Forces 


(44) | 
Forces came to be omitted; but an 
obvious Reaſon ſoon occurr'd, viz. 
That the Author well knew, that if 
this Treaty took place, they would 
of conſequence be diſcharg'd next 
Seſſion of Parliament. 

Some of my Readers will, perhaps, 
be ſurprized to find a Perſon, who is 
ſuppoſed to be a Foreigner, ſo well 
acquainted with our Engliſh Affairs; 
but they will ceaſe to de ſurpriz d 
when they are told, that Perſons in 
ſuch Stations as the ſuppoſed Author, 
are as well, or better intorm'd of Oc- 
currences in neighbouring Kingdoms, 
than many of the Natives. 

Others, perhaps, will wonder to 
find, in a Converſation ſuppos d to be 
written by a Frenchman, tome ſaty- 
rical Strokes againſt his own Country; 
why this was defignedly done to make 
himſelf leſs ſuſpected of being con- 
cernd ; As a Spy has always a Privi- 
lege to rail more againſt the Prince 
who employs him than any other Per- 
ſon dare. 

The 
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The Reader will obſerve; that at 
the beginning ofthe Converſation, care 
is taken to ſay every thing that is poſ- 
fible to incenſe us againſt Spain, after 
which France is artfully repreſented as 
more formidable to us, by her near 
Situation, than Spain can be; this is 
follow d with a Sneer upon our Mini- 
ſters for not inſiſting upon greater Ad- 
vantages, in return for ſuch large Con- 
ceſſions to Spain and the Emperor. 

The next Ribaldry that occurs is 
little elſe but the trite Scandal that has 
been retaled Weekly by the Craftſman 
and Fog. Then comes an inviduous 
Sneer about a Man of bright Parts, at- 
tended with a fulſome Compliment: 
1 won't fo much as pretend to guels 
who may be meant by this Man of 
bright Parts, who is made a Tool by 
plundering Wretches. But let him be 
who he will, if he really be, as the Au- 
thor calls him, a Man of bright Parts, 
he will have too much Wit to fall into 
the Snare there laid for him. 


The 
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1 The Dechration of Seville next 
. comes upon the Stage, and is a mighty 
= - Stutblins-block to our doughty Pa- 
triots; upon which enſues an empty 
Declamation that one would be apt to 
think had been penn d by lome School- 
boy for his fir] Eftay. 

The ſettling Don Carlos in Tuſca- 
ny, in the next place, gives him great 
Pain, and Aima Apprehenfions, for 
fear he ſhould not allow Leghorn to 
be a Free Port, and the Spaniards ta- 
king Gibraltar and Port-mahon from. 
us, our Navy, it it ſhould have any 
Call into the Mediterranean, ſhould 
not have Harbour to put into, in caſe 
of Streſs of Weather: Let nie ask 
this fearful Gentleman one Queſtion, 
Sud ſi calm riat? What if the Sky 
ſhould fall? 

Then comes a ey Ach Obſerva- | 
tion upon the States General not ha- 
ving yet acceded to the Treaty of 
Vienna; this is accompanied with a 
Sneer upon our ſharp*fighted Mini- 


ters, as he calls them, and the 
Fi f 
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If this Author were acquainted, with 
the Nature of the Goyernment of the 
ſeven Provinces, he would know that 
they could not well have acceded. in 
= time preſcribed them ; beſides, one 
negative Voice puts a ſtop to their 
moſt important Dehberations. 

Then we have a pompous Panegy* 
rick upon the manner of their refuſing 
their Acceſſion, which he thinks very 
heroick, and upon that trumps up an 
old Story, with which. when it hap» 
pen d Lewis XIV. was not very well 
pleaſed, but it. fervd a preſent turn, 
to caſt an oblique Reflection upon ſome. 
late proceedings, and befides help d to 
conceal the Author. I don't know 
what he may mean by the Inuendo of 
Luxury and Corruption, I fancy we 
are as free from them as, our Neigh- 
bours ; but I am weary of tracing this, 
incoherent Writer thro' all his mazes, 
and ſhall only come to the Vienna 
Treaty, upon which he is pleaſed ro 
obſerve that there are but two Arti- 
cles therein calculated for the Advan- 

tage 


| bge of Gieat Brirain ; ; and after he 
I has ſaid this, as if he had granted too 
[ much, he endeavours to explain away 
[ the Adyantage we are to reap from 


the principal of them, I mean the 
entire Sapfreffon of the Oſtend Trade, 
by alledging that the Ships that are to 
be ſent may be of any Burthen, and 
may conſequently ſtock the Markets 
for ſome Years. A very pretty poſi- 
tion truly; can then two Ships, of 
any Burthen whatſoever, ſtock Eu- 
rope even for two Years ? ? And is the 
ſecuring the Tranquility and Ballance 
Europe of no Advantage to Great 
Britain? If not, h/ is this worthy 
Author fo angry? Upon the whole, 1 
ſhall conclude with Aying, that who: © 
ever was the Writer, or Adviſer of this 
Converſation, if he is ſupported with 
no better Arguments on other occaſi· 
| ons, he 1s far from N a dangerous ; 


| Antagoniſt. 
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